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INTRO TO PC’S
LAB 4: BUS TYPES AND EXPANSION SLOTS
Student Name:   


Date:   

Objective

Upon completion of this lab, you will be able to identify safety issues, specifications, and components relating to expansion slots.  You will also be able to list the advantages and disadvantages of each expansion slot.

Equipment

The following equipment is required for this exercise:

·
A system board

·
Motherboard manuals

·
Expansion cards

·
Internet access for research

Scenario

You have purchased a new computer at the local mall.  You want to know what type of video card, and other expansion cards can be installed in your new computer.  You will then be able to make an educated decision when you are ready to buy new expansion cards.

Procedures

An expansion slot is a long, thin, socket connection, located on a motherboard or riser board, which allows various cards to be added to a computer.  These cards may include devices such as sound cards, network interface cards (NIC), video cards, and modems. The expansion slots allow the computer to have a new lease on life, since new technology can be added as it becomes available.

1st Step

·
Be sure to place the system on an antistatic mat [if available].

·
Use an anti-static wrist strap.

·
Make sure the system’s power cord is not attached.

·
Follow carefully all necessary safety precautions concerning power supplies and electro-static discharge.

·
Remove the computer’s case, if applicable.

Locate your motherboard’s expansion slots and list them below:
	1.
	4.

	2.
	5.

	3.
	6.
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2nd  Step

Identify any expansion cards that are installed.:
	1.
	4.

	2.
	5.

	3.
	6.


Troubleshooting
Sometimes when a PC is shipped from one location to another, an expansion card may become unseated.  Verify that all expansion cards are properly seated as well as all connectors properly plugged in before turning the unit on.

NOTES:
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